Henry of Navarre.              [1555-

nobles were beginning to have recourse to assassina-
tion instead of to the duel. The annals of one
princely house will furnish us with sufficient exam-
ples. The Duke of Mayennc killed with his own
hand a soldier of fortune who had the assurance to
propose to marry his step-daughter, the son of Henry
of Guise proved his manhood by stabbing the Cap-
tain St. Pol, the Duke of Aumalc sought to assas-
sinate the Duke of Epernon, the Count of Chaligny
murdered Chicot the Court jester. Maurcvcrt, a
hireling bravo of the Guises, who, after failing to
assassinate Coligny, killed by treachery a Huguenot
gentleman, his benefactor, was made a knight of the
order of St. Michael by Charles IX. But nothing
perhaps is more significant than that, when Aubignd
accuses his admired master Henry IV. of seeking to
compass his assassination, either because he had
refused to pander to his licentious amours, or, as he
would have us believe, from jealousy of his martial
renown, he evidently does not suspect that he is
bringing a monstrous and improbable charge against
the Prince, whom he elsewhere so loudly praises.
Even the women were prompt in the use of the
dagger. Madame de Chdteauneuf, discovering the
infidelity of her husband, stabbed him "in right
manly fashion " then and there with her own hand*
Never have the unbridled ferocity and savage pas-
sions of the barbarian shown themselves in closer
and more startling contrast to the artificial corrup-
tions and effeminate graces of an apparently decadent
society.

The most prominent actors were worthy of the